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_, The Saturday Evening Post recently devoted a lead 
editorial to an int i ` of the inefficiency of 
socialism. Fares for commercial plane flights across the 
Atlantic recently went up $25. The American airlines in- 
volved had been showing a profit on their overseas busi- 
ness, and they didn’t want to raise the rate. However, the 
British and French lines, which are government-owned 
monopolies, had been taking heavy losses and they insisted 
on the boost. Inasmuch as the American systems’ right 
to fly to foreign nations rests on agreements which could 
be abrogated, there was nothing they could do but go along 
and charge the higher tariff. 


Commenting on this, the Post suggests that American 
plane tickets carry a legend such as: “This ticket would 
have cost $25 less if Socialism were-working the way So- 
cialists say it is.” It then goes on to make this observa- 
tion: “Never do these apostles of anti-free enterprise ex- 
plain just when and where Socialist economies have deliv- 
ered the goods. They content as ee pointing out 
that a ‘planned society’ out to deliver t 
it’s a planned society. What’s the matter with asking for 
details of how they do it; and what’s the matter with blow- 
ing our own horn, just softly, when we do it?” 


This matter of the airplane fares isn’t an isolated ex- 
ample. As soon as Britain’s Labor government took over 
the power industry rates were raised. Everyone knows of 
the doldrums her coal industry has been in. And even 
those businesses which are theoretically free in England 
are so bedeviled with red-tape, regulations, rationing 
schemes, and so on, that they are in a pitifully low state of 
efficiency. 


News reports say that the Labor government seems to 
be slowing up in further nationalization of industry. Plans 
for taking over the iron and steel industries have been side- 
stepped by leaders. Perhaps some of the hard facts of 
life are coming home with impact to the socialists. 


The countries which have gone whole hog, and fallen 
for the Communist line, are in far worse shape still. At 
best, their peoples—save for the ruling class, which never 
lacks the luxuries—live on a subsistence basis. 


. In the meantime, the United States struggles along 
with much-abused free enterprise, and puts up with an un- 
rivaled standard of liying, more individual freedom than 
any other nation has ever known, and a government which, 
for all its shortcomings, is unanswerable to the people. 
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WHAT FIRE INSURANCE CAN’T DO s 


The President of the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers has taken issue with the idea that the phenomenal 
rise in fire losses has been entirely due to inflation, and 
that “real losses” have been going down. According to 
him, the number ‘of fires has increased, the number of 
claims has increased, the number of conflagrations has in- 
creased, and the number of catastrophies has increased. 


Fire insurance has cushioned the shock of fire for 
millions of people. But fire insurance, vital as it is, can- 
not perform miracles. It can pay us money if our property 
goes up in smoke, But it cannot restore a human being who 
is burned to death. It cannot recreate materials which 
have been turned to ashes. It cannot provide jobs for peo- 
ple who are thrown out of work when a factory turns into 
a huge torch. It cannot give us back keep-sakes and poss- 
essions whose extrinsic value far outweigh their intrinsic 
value. It cannot find homes for the homeless. 


No one can preyent fire for us — no one else can keep 
a constant eye to see that our property is safe. That truth 


is the heart of the fire prevention problem. 
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You Save Mon 
Safeway's Wa: 
Government G: 
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Prepared Waste Free, Uniform 7 incl 
U. S, Good Grade 


Smoked Picni 
Luncheon Me 
Fowl size too mon 
Pot Roast zx: 
Sirloin Steaks 
Sliced Bacon | 
Fryer 


Cleaned, Disjointed 
A Grade 


Beverages 
Fea caasbury Biani Iaea) £ 
Coffee 5iggos Lumur 
Coffee Airway, A Mild Mello 


Blend 
Root Beer 
Beverage 


Juice Sunny Dawn Tomato 
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Toilet Soap, Special Deal 
Woodbury nnd bar 


Soap 
Oxydah a cotes wan 
Su-Purb #5 Scrgenaan apa 
Crystal White 2*"_539,.. 
Toilet Soap 22% 2" pa: 
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